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AVERS, SKATERS, hip hoppers,
grun%efs, post-grungers, gathics and
metal heads ... 23 skiddoo, scnny, teen-

dom is a complicated affair these days.

Not so long ago, high schocl was easy:
locks, nerds, a couple of druggies and the rest
of us.

Now you must need a schoal floor plan to
find your kind. Can you be a hip-hop nerd? Cr
a grunéy jock?

With all these extra teen classifications and
the haynting spectre of Generation X {or
maybe that should be Gen Y), contemplating a
TV drama about teens should frighten an aduit
TV producer as much as fading pictures of
themselves in the Saturday Night Fever disco
fashsons of their own graduations.

Mot the producing team of Adrienne
Mitchell and janis Lundman, who traces her
own feen days as one of the average kids 1o
Calgary's own Henry Wise Wood high scheol.

Mitchell and Lundman fry to go where the
makers of My So-Called Life (Cen ¥) and Lib-
erty Street {Gen X) faited with Straight Up. a
new, six-part drama series about teens,
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shake people up, according to Mitchetl.

“It is not Avonfea,” she said, it's “maore real
than My So-Cafled Life” andd not anywhere
near the 90210 zip code.

Some young pecple, she says, are “tired of
seeing 902140 because i doesn’t represent who
they are. if gives them a false sense of hope.”

Forgivable hype from proud prodycers, per-
haps, but this is a dangercus minefield.

Lundman and Mitchelf are intent on deliver-
ing an authentic show, but young viewers tend
1o insist a show tike this is the real deal or they
turn off very fast — and you are dealing with
an age group in which authentic changes
often,

“We tried to tell the stories as we heard
them - from their perspective and without the
stench of adult judgments,” saxd Mitchell.

While Lundman says the Talk documen-
taries and Straight Up are "twao prefty separate
things.” vou have 1o believe the experience of
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nd Marc Cohen star in CBC’s six-part drama series Straight Up.

.

appetites with the documentary format.

Set in such credible teen locales as fast-food
shops, video arcades and the mall, Straight Up
{it means no B.S. in teen jargon} features a cast
of young actors, most of whom have never
been in front of the camera,

{The only well-known actor is former Avon-
lea star Sarah Polley, who plays a ‘goth girl.}

“We are telling true stories,” says Lundman,
meaning the stories she hopes to teli on
Straight Up reflect what is going on in the lives
of teenagers.

Even H they are good listeners, neither Lund-
man nor Mitchell are teenagers, and they
relied on the services of a teen consultant as
well as their young actors, who were encour-
aged to improvise, for guidance on what rings
true in the lives of young(feop?e.

Test screenings, according 1o Mitchell, indi-
cate the show 15 “hitting a chord.”

Teenagers have (eid%xer “it's fresh.” That
means it's good if your frame of reference is
cool or groovy.

Time will tell if the Straight Up team can
continue o talk the talk,
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And the team behind the acclaimed docu- chronicling the fives of young peaple sharp- LI
mentaries Talk 16 and Talk 19 is promising a ened their ears. But Lundman says they were Straight Lip debuts tomarrow at 9:30 p.m.
gritty, bhold, street-smant show that is going to simply not able to satisfy their siorvtelling on (5) Ed and 08).
i : o The Calgary Sun and AGT Directory Limit-

ed have joined forces to bring you a weaith of
information with just one free phone call.

Itsas easyas 1, 2, 3

e Call 521-5222 from any touch-tone
- phone. _
 « Punch in the four-digit code you want —
. either from those listed here or from your Yei-
low Pages.

+ Listen 10 the latest information — seven
. days a week, 24 hours a day.
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